Procedure for Writing Major Sections of a

Lab Report Prior to the Experiment
1. Write the introduction section.

a. Identify keywords in the purpose sentence found in the lab manual.

b. Do a query of keywords for background information.

c. Write a hypothesis. It is not important whether the hypothesis is later proved to be true or false.

d. Using background information and your hypothesis, write the introduction.

2. Write the materials and methods section.

a. Use the following opening sentence: Materials and Methods: The following equipment, chemicals, and procedures were used:
b. List the equipment.
c. List the chemicals.

d. Write the procedures section by changing the directions in the lab manual into sentences using the active voice.

3. Write as much of the results section as possible.

a. Construct your charts for presenting data once the experiment has been conducted.
	Substance
	Alcohol
	Cyclohexane
	Water

	Naphthalene
	
	
	

	Toluene
	
	
	

	Unknown liquid
	
	
	

	Unknown solid
	
	
	


b. Draw any figures needed to explain the procedure.
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c. List the equations that will need to be solved later. List them in logical order.
